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“The pipes play on”
Canadian Pipers at War, 1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 8  
An Inspired Tradition
Tim Stewart
At(i l n ct 0532 h o u rs  on 9 April 1917, in a  cold lo rthw est w ind an d  chilling sleet, the  first 
wave of the 16th B attalion (Canadian Scottish) 
of the 3rd Brigade, 1st Division,
C anad ian  Expeditionary Force, 
w ent over the top a t Vimy Ridge.
Immediately in front of them  was 
a m ass of shell holes, craters, 
an d  m ud. Som e c ra te rs  were 
more th a n  twenty feet deep -  all 
h a d  s lip p e ry  s id e s  a n d  icy, 
s ta g n a n t w ater a t their bases.
Led by six regim ental pipers, the 
m en of the 16th m oved steadily 
forward along the  narrow  strips 
of land  betw een the craters. The 
enem y opened up  w ith heavy 
m achine-gun fire and the leading 
c o m p a n ie s  to o k  se v e re  
casua lties. For over a mile the 
p ip e rs  c o n tin u ed  to p lay  the 
advance th rough  terrific shell 
a n d  sm a ll-a rm s  fire. Playing 
“We’ll take the good old way,”
Pipe M ajor Ja m e s  G roat and  
p ip e r  A llan  M cN ab led  th e  
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant 
Colonel C yrus Peck, an d  h is 
headquarters party  up  the ridge.
Shortly  after 0700 hou rs, the 
leading waves of the batta lion  
had  reached their objective, over 
a mile beyond the Canadian start 
line. Not for the first time, it had  been the pipers 
of the 16th B attalion in the vanguard.
The direct association  of bagpipes w ith the 
military goes back  well over 400 years. Bagpipes 
them selves in all likelihood were in troduced  to
Scotland by the Celts betw een 500 and  400 BC, 
before the Rom an invasion of Britain. The Celts 
m ay have b rought to Scotland w hat are referred 
to  a s  “in d ig e n o u s  p ip e s  of 
a n c ie n t  E g y p t ,” tw o s in g le  
parallel pipes (each with holes) 
b o u n d  c lose ly  to g e th e r  a n d  
played as one .1 It is, however, to 
the Highlanders of Scotland tha t 
the p resen t great H ighland pipe 
is due. Over the  cen tu ries  the 
t ru e  h o m e  of th e  H ig h la n d  
bagpipe has  been the lochsides, 
hills, an d  glens of Scotland. It 
w as here th a t hered itary  pipers 
p lay ed  for th e ir  c lan  ch iefs, 
w e d d in g s , f e s t iv a ls ,  a n d  
funerals; it was here th a t pipers 
honed  the m usical an d  m artial 
ta len ts they would dem onstrate 
in rallying the H ighlanders for 
w ar an d  accom panying  them  
in to  b a ttle . M any n o n -S co ts  
p e rh ap s h ad  som e patience for 
co pipes in  peace tim e, b u t they 
K could see no value in the  pipes
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A  C a n a d ia n  P iper  
b y  S ir  W illiam  R o th e n s te in
during  war. Their m inds were 
changed after they witnessed the 
p o w e r  of th e  b a g p ip e s  to 
m otivate and  inspire soldiers on 
the battlefield.
The g rea t H ighland bagpipe 
h as  a long history  in C anada. With the defeat of 
S cotland’s Bonnie Prince Charlie a t Culloden in 
1746, the  victorious English endeavoured  to 
destroy Scottish cu lture  and  banned  everything 
in the  H ighlands th a t  w as considered a p a rt of 
th a t culture, including the bagpipes. At the trial
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of one of the  su p p o rte rs  of the  Scottish  Prince, 
the defendant, J o h n  Reid, claim ed th a t he w as 
a piper and  a non-com batant, and  therefore was 
not guilty of treason . The E nglish  judge ru led  
that, since no H ighland Regiment ever m arched  
w ithout a  piper, the pipes were an  in strum en t of 
war, an d  th a t Reid shou ld  therefore be hanged  
for bearing arm s against the King.2
A further afterm ath of Culloden was th a t the 
H ighlands were cleared of people. As a resu lt of 
the H ighland C learances, ten s of th o u sa n d s  of 
Scots m ade the jou rney  to new  beginnings in 
C anada’s rugged eastern  climes, a journey which 
they m ay n o t otherw ise have m ade were it no t 
for the C learances. Bringing w ith them  their 
culture, traditions, indom itable spirit, and  their 
bagpipes, they  left beh ind  a life of political 
turmoil, inhospitable climate, and  barren, h a rsh  
countryside to estab lish  new hom es in C anada.
To quell the fear of Scottish  rebellion and  to 
a s s is t  in d e p o p u la tin g  the  H igh lands even 
fu rther, the  E nglish  governm ent decided  to 
employ loyal Scots (or, perhaps more accurately, 
to exploit the w ar-like a ttr ib u tes  of Sco ttish  
males) in newly-raised Highland Regiments th a t 
w ould  fly the  King’s C olours. Two of th ese  
regim ents, M ontgom ery’s H ighlanders (77th)
and  F rase r’s H ighlanders (78th), along with the 
B lack W atch (42nd), saw  serv ice  in N orth  
America; F raser’s Highlanders served exclusively 
in C anada. Pipers from th a t u n it played a t the 
front of their com panies in som e of the  m ost 
significant battles in th is country’s history. They 
were the first to play “the g rea t w ar pipe of the 
no rth” in battle on Canadian soil, when they took 
p a r t  in  th e  siege a n d  e v e n tu a l c a p tu re  of 
Louisbourg in  1758 and  Q uebec the following 
year. At the end of the Seven Years’ War in 1763, 
officers an d  m en of M ontgom ery’s H ighlanders 
and  F rase r’s H ighlanders were offered land  in 
C anada, an d  m any stayed to m ake th is country  
their hom e.
D uring the Am erican Revolution (1775-83), 
the B ritish governm ent again sought the help of 
the Scots, and  issued  orders to raise a Scottish  
reg im ent in  C anada, to be called the Royal 
Highland Em igrants. It was thought that recruits 
would be plentiful am ong recen t im m igrants to 
C anada an d  am ong the m any Scots who h ad  
settled  here  earlier and  h ad  previously found 
employment in the King’s service. Two battalions 
were ra ised  to defend ag a in s t the  A m erican 
th re a t to B ritish  North America, and  the Royal 
Highland Em igrants played a notable p a rt in the 
successfu l defence of Q uebec from A m erican
invasion in December 1775. Other detachm ents 
of the  2nd B attalion garrisoned  S a in t John , 
A n n a p o lis , a n d  H a lifax . T hey , too , w ere  
d isb a n d e d  a t  th e  en d  of h o s tilitie s , m any  
rem ain ing  in C anada  to receive the ir prom ised 
land g ran ts .3
It w as th is cen turies-o ld  trad ition  instilled 
in  th e  d e sc e n d a n ts  of those  early  S co ttish  
se ttle rs , com bined  w ith  a se n se  of d u ty  to 
country, th a t drove Scottish-C anadians to enlist 
w hen  the call w ent ou t for m en a t the  s ta r t  of 
the F irst World War in 1914. P ipers were once 
again sum m oned to their old p roud  post of duty 
and  honour on the battie front. However, the 16th 
B atta lion  w as no t the  only C anad ian  u n it w ith 
p ipers. In the 1st Division, the  13th (Royal 
H ig h la n d e rs  of C a n a d a )  a n d  1 5 th  (4 8 th  
H ighlanders of Canada) Battalions also wore the 
kilt and  employed pipers and  drum m ers. Spread 
th rough  the CEF were over 50 o ther ba tta lions 
th a t m ain tained  p ipers and  drum m ers, from all 
of C an ad a ’s provinces except Prince Edw ard 
Island .4 Not all of these  u n its  were Highland 
batta lions. Pipers were also found in the  1st 
Pioneers, 107th (C anadian  Pioneer) Battalion, 
the  1st and  4 th  C anad ian  M ounted Rifles, the 
2 2 4 th  (C anadian Forestry) Battalion, the  3rd, 
5 th , an d  6 th  C anad ian  Railway Troops, the 
P rincess  P a tric ia ’s C an ad ian  Light In fan try
(PPCLI), a n d  th e  2 0 8 th  (C a n a d ia n  Irish )  
B attalion from Toronto.5
The pipers were quick  to dem onstra te  their 
valour in battle. In April 1915, during the Second 
B attle of Ypres, p ipers Jam es  Thom son and  
W illiam  M clvor of th e  16th  B a tta lio n  were 
severely w ounded while playing the ba tta lion  
forw ard following the  G erm an gas a ttack  a t St. 
Ju lien . Both p ipers la ter died of the ir w ounds. 
Less th a n  a  m onth  later, a t Festubert, du ring  a 
d a ring  daylight a s s a u l t  by the  16th, p ipers 
George Birnie an d  A ngus M orrison stood upon 
the ru in s  of a farm house and  played as their 
fellow Scots-C anadians advanced. The 16th m et 
a  hail of m achine gun-fire bu t, desp ite  their 
exposed position, p ipers Birnie an d  M orrison 
kep t the air flowing to the reeds un til they were 
bo th  h it by enem y fire. As they fell, the  sound  
from their d rones tra iled  off and  the  so u n d s of 
ba ttle  were everywhere once m ore.6
The following year, 18-year-old piper Jim m y 
R ichardson  an d  fellow pipers H ugh McKellar, 
Jo h n  Parks, and  George Paul played the advance 
in  the  a ssa u lt  on Regina T rench  a t the  Som me 
River on 8 October 1916. On nearing the German 
position, No.4 C om pany of the 16th B attalion 
bogged down; the barbed  wire to their front had  
not been  destroyed, and  casualties from enemy
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The Massed Pipes & Drums of the Canadian Expeditionary Force, France 1918. 
Pipe Major Groat is at right front.
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L eft: P iper J a m e s  R ic h a rd so n .
A b o v e :  A  f r o n t a l  s h o t  o j
R ic h a r d s o n 's  m e d a ls  in c lu d in g  
(l. to  r.) th e  V ic to ria  C ro ss; th e  
1 9 1 4 / 1 5  S t a r  ( a w a r d e d  f o r  
s e r v i c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  C e n t r a l  
P o w e rs  b e tw e e n  5 A u g u s t  1 9 1 4  
a n d  31  D e c e m b e r  1 9 1 5 ):  th e  
B r it is h  W ar M e d a l (a w a r d e d  f o r  
se r v ic e  in  a  th e a tr e  o f  w a r  u p  to 
11 N o v e m b e r  1 9 1 8 );  a n d  th e  
A llie d  V ic tory  M e d a l (a w a r d e d  to 
C a n a d ia n s  w h o  a c tu a lly  s e r v e d  
o n  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  u n it  
in  a  w a r  t h e a t r e  u p  to  11 
N o v e m b e r  1918).
A b o v e  r ig h t:  A  rare  s h o t  o f  th e  
r e v e r s e  o f  R ic h a r s o n ’s  VC. I t  
s h o w s  o n  th e  s u s p e n s io n  bar:
2 8 9 3 0  P T E  (P IP E R ) J .
R IC H A R D SO N ; L A T E  1 6 T H  B N  
CAN. INFY. M A N ITO B A  R. 
a n d  o n  th e  re v e r se  o f  th e  m e d a l  
i t s e l f ,  th e  d a t e  o n  w h ic h  th e  
a c tio n  th a t  r e s u lte d  in  th e  a w a r d  
to o k  p la c e :  8  O C T  1 9 1 6 .
A b o v e : T h e  h e a d s t o n e  m a r k in g  
R ic h a r d s o n ’s  g r a v e  in  A d a n a c  
c e m e te r y  o n  th e  S o m m e .
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bom bs and  m achine guns began to m ount. The 
C om pany C o m m ander w as h it  an d  Jim m y  
R ichardson  asked  C om pany S ergean t M ajor 
Mackie if he could help: “Wull I gie them  w und  
[wind]?”7 On getting the nod he s tru c k  up  and  
played back  and  forth outside the wire for a full 
te n  m in u te s .  T he  t r o o p s ’ r e a c t io n  w as 
in s ta n ta n e o u s  -  on h ea rin g  the  pipes, they  
sprang at the wire, succeeded in cutting through, 
and  w ent on to take the objective. Later in  the 
day p iper R ichardson  was helping move the 
w ounded back  w hen he realized he h ad  left h is
Wmm
pipes a t the front. A lthough strongly urged  to 
leave them , he refused to aban d o n  his beloved 
pipes. He w ent back to retrieve them  an d  was 
never seen again. He was awarded a posthum ous 
Victoria Cross, the only VC to a  C anadian piper.8 
Piper Jo h n  Parks was killed this sam e day, Hugh 
McKellar was invalided out in 1917, and  George 
Paul, who would la ter receive a M ilitary Medal 
a t the  operations a round  Hill 70 in 1917, w as 
killed a t Amiens on 8 A ugust 1918 while playing 
the regim ental m arch  “Blue B onnets over the 
B order” from atop the tan k  Dominion.
W hen L ieutenant-C olonel Cy Peck becam e 
com m anding officer of the  16th B attalion in
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November 1916, he w as already fully aw are of 
the  value of the p ipes in  battle , an d  h ad  m ade 
up  h is m ind th a t  p ipers would accom pany his 
batta lion  into action. “I believe th a t the purpose 
of w ar is to win victories,” he said, “an d  if one 
c an  do th is  b e tte r  by en co u rag in g  c e rta in  
sen tim en ts  and  trad itions, why sh o u ld n ’t it be 
done? The heroic an d  dram atic effect of a  piper 
stoically playing h is way across the  m odern 
b a t t le f ie ld ,  o b liv io u s  to  d a n g e r , h a s  a n  
e x tr a o rd in a ry  e ffec t on  th e  s p i r i t  of h is  
com rades.”9
Peck m et w ith opposition even from w ithin 
his own unit, m any of the doubters w arning th a t 
there  w as too m uch  noise and pipers would not 
be heard . There were also objections to the loss 
of life as p ipers were so conspicuous. To these 
individuals Peck replied, “Officers, m achine- 
g u n n e rs  and  ru n n e rs  are conspicuous. People 
get killed in w ar because they are conspicuous; 
m any get killed w hen they are not, an d  th a t’s 
p a rt  of the game, too .”10 There w as certain ly  no 
lack of vo lunteers w ith in  the pipe b an d  for th is 
duty. No m an w as forced to go, b u t th a t  hard ly  
m atte red  because  everyone w anted  to play in 
action. In fact, the com petition for playing into 
battle  was so stiff th a t it w as the u su a l custom  
for lots to be draw n in order to determ ine who 
should play.
Clearly, the pipers of the 16th Battalion were 
a courageous lot. In addition to p iper Jim m y 
R ichardson’s posthum ous VC, ba tta lion  pipers 
were awarded one D istinguished C onduct Medal 
[DCM] an d  n ine M ilitary M edals [MM], all for 
piping in action. In Ju ly  1917, Pipe Major Jam es 
G roat w as aw arded  a Military M edal for his 
“gallant conduct during the m onth of April 1917” 
-  h is MM is im pressed  “Sjt P iper.” This was 
followed by the an nouncem en t in  November 
1917 of a second M ilitary Medal, for leading the 
advance a t Hill 70 in A ugust 1917. W ith kilt 
proudly swinging, he m ade his way through the 
wire piping as only a true  H ighlander can  w hen 
m en are facing dea th  all a round  him. W hen the 
b a tta lio n  h e a d q u a r te rs  p a rty  w hich he w as 
leading reached  the dug-ou t allocated to them  
in captured  territory, they ran  into heavy enemy 
shelling. Peck shou ted  to the Pipe M ajor to take 
cover, b u t Groat pretended that he had  not heard 
the order and  w ent on playing. Afterwards he 
explained, “W hilst, as a m atte r of fact he had  
h ea rd  the Colonel’s order, it w as never proper
for a p iper to b reak  off in the m iddle of a tune, 
an d  no dam ned  G erm an will ever m ake me do 
it.”11 Two other 16th pipers, Alec McGillivray and 
George Paul, were aw arded  Military M edals for 
th is  action. Piper McGillivray w as la ter killed 
by a shell bu rst.
In Septem ber 1918, Pipe Major Groat played 
in  h is la s t action of the  war, on the  D rocourt- 
Q uean t su p p o rt line in the Second Battle of 
A rras. On 2 Septem ber, G roat b rough t fu rther 
honou r to h im self an d  to h is battalion. Leading 
P e c k  th r o u g h  th e  b a rb e d  w ire  u n d e r  
concentrated heavy m achine-gun fire, Pipe Major 
G roat con tinued  to play un til he w as w ounded 
by sh rapne l. G roat w as aw arded the DCM for 
his gallant conduct and  his Colonel, Cyrus Peck, 
w a s  a w a rd e d  th e  V ic to r ia  C ro s s  fo r h is  
resourcefulness and  courage in rallying his men 
u n d e r fire.
Pipe M ajor G roat’s aw ard citation sta tes:
For c o n sp icu o u s  ga llan try  a n d  devotion to d u ty  
on  th e  2 nd  S ep tem b er 1918 in  the second  b a ttle  
of A rras (D ro co u rt-Q u ean t Line). For th e  fou rth  
o r fifth  tim e d u r in g  th is  w a r h e  p lay ed  h is  
b a tta lio n  ‘over th e  to p ’ in  a  b a tt le . He w as 
co n tin u a lly  u n d e r  heavy  m ach in e  g u n  fire an d  
a t  one tim e w as p lay ing  in th e  m id s t of fu rio u s 
h a n d - to - h a n d  f ig h tin g . He w a s  e v e n tu a lly  
w o u n d ed  by s h ra p n e l afte r ad d in g  a  fine record  
to th e  cou rage  of H ig h lan d  p ip e r s .12
Lieutenant-C olonel Peck sa id  of h is Pipe 
Major, “G roat w as the soul of ou r pipers; full of 
zeal for the  m usic; a grim  dark-visaged, silent 
m an  w ith  a b rave  h e a rt. He p layed  in five 
a c tio n s .”13 Pipe M ajor G roat’s th ree  gallantry  
aw ards for piping are unique to the Allied arm ies 
of the  F irst World War. He ended the w ar w ith 
six m edals -  a DCM, two MMs, the 1914-15 Star, 
the  B ritish  War Medal, and  the Allied Victory 
Medal. Of the three DCMs aw arded to C anadian 
p ipers in the F irst World War, only Pipe Major 
G roat’s w as for piping in action.
Indeed, unlike Peck, no t all F irst World War 
co m m an d in g  officers u tilized  th e ir  p ip e r s ’ 
playing capacity a t the front. Some COs ordered 
th a t  the  p ipers were only to play the batta lion  
on m arches an d  to an d  from the front, no t into 
action, for the sim ple reason  th a t there were far 
too m any  piper casualties. After all, com petent 
p ipers were h a rd  to replace an d  a CO did not 
w ant to leave him self devoid of pipers. Battalion
T op: Pipe M ajor Groat m ee ts  the  G eneral S ta ff, 
France, 1918.
A bove: Pipe Major Jam es Groat, DCM, MM.
A b o v e  r ig h t:  M edals o f Pipe Major Groat, (l. to r.) 
D istingu ished  C onduct Medal; Military M edal 
a n d  second aw ard  bar; 1914-1915 Star, British  
War Medal; and  Allied Victory M edal for World 
War I.
COs who did use pipers in action often advanced 
w ith only five or six. There were exceptions to 
th is of course -  the PPCLI advanced  w ith nine 
p ipers a t Vimy Ridge in 1917. In action m ost 
pipers were assigned o ther duties, prim arily  as 
stretcher-bearers and runners, and they assisted 
as well in the  m ovem ent of supplies, especially 
am m unition  and  ra tions forward. Som e even 
served in the ranks. Many piper casualties were 
a d irect re su lt of s tre tch e r-b ea re r an d  o ther 
rela ted  du ties. The 25 th  B attalion from Nova
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Scotia employed its pipers in a stre tcher-bearer 
role, although pipers Walter Telfer and  W. Brand 
were bo th  aw arded M ilitary M edals for playing 
their com panies into the attack a t Vimy in 1917. 
Telfer continued to play until he fell, b u t w as so 
bad ly  w ounded  th a t  h is  leg w ould  la te r  be 
am putated.
Groat, Telfer, an d  B rand were no t the  only 
p ip e rs  d e c o ra te d  for g a llan try . P ip e r J.M . 
R o b e rtso n  of th e  PPCLI w as a w a rd e d  th e  
D istinguished  C onduct Medal for digging two 
m en ou t of a trench  th a t had  been destroyed by 
enem y shell fire a t Hooge on 8 May 1915. In 
S ep tem ber 1916 he died of w ounds. Lance 
C orporal J . Dyce of the  13th B atta lion  was 
aw arded a M ention in D espatches while acting 
as a ru n n e r during  the fighting a round  Ypres in 
1915. Carrying an  im portan t m essage from one 
of the front-line companies to the CO a t battalion 
h ead q u arte rs , he h ad  to cross g round  heavily 
bom barded by the enemy. While m aking his way 
back  he was shot through the chest and  blacked 
ou t for a time. On regaining consciousness and  
knowing the im portance of the despatch  he was 
carrying, he craw led the res t of the  w ay to 
batta lion  headquarte rs , delivered the m essage, 
an d  collapsed. C orporal William C urrie of the 
21st B attalion w as aw arded the M ilitary Medal 
for continually  bringing in w ounded m en from 
in front of the G erm an wire; he w as h im self 
w o u n d ed  on h is  la s t  rescue . He w as la te r  
com m issioned, and  won the M ilitary C ross in 
1918. Piper H ugh M ackenzie of the sam e u n it 
w as one of three m en who volunteered to bring 
in a w ounded com rade s tran d ed  in  n o -m an ’s- 
la n d . Of th e  th re e  w ho s ta r te d  o u t, only  
MacKenzie re tu rned  with the w ounded m an. He 
w as aw arded the Military M edal.14
As these stories suggest, casua lties  am ong 
p ipers were high. In 1915 there were 17 pipers 
in  the  16th B attalion, b u t only three rem ained  
on streng th  by 1918 -  eight h ad  been killed or 
died of w ounds, and  the rem ainder h a d  been 
w ounded. While p iper casua lty  figures from 
som e o ther ba tta lions are known, there  is no 
recorded num ber of total casualties to Canadian 
p ipers as a group. However, the n u m b er would 
be considerable th rough  four years of war. For 
exam ple, the p ipers of the PPCLI h ad  heavy 
casualties -  two died of w ounds and  eleven were 
w ounded and invalided home. The 13th suffered 
four killed and  four wounded; the 15th suffered 
two casualties, through gas and disease; the 21st
B atta lion  h ad  one killed and  seven w ounded; 
the 25 th  Battalion, one killed and  ten  wounded; 
the 29th  Battalion, two killed and four wounded; 
a n d  th e  1st P io n eers , one k illed  a n d  four 
wounded. Speaking of Scottish regiments, Frank 
A dam s c la im s th a t  th e re  w ere over 1 ,100 
casualties to pipers during the war, of which 500 
were fa ta l.15 He does no t say if th is  n um ber 
includes p ipers from the  colonial arm ies.
Perhaps the best way to describe the im pact 
of pipe m usic  on troops u n d e r fire is to relate 
w hat a w ar correspondent w itnessed in France:
T hey  look in th e  d is ta n c e , tired  a n d  grim , an d  
in  fo rm atio n  th ey  a re  stragg ling , ow ing to  the  
appalling  m uddy  s ta te  of th e  road. A shell b u rs ts  
in  th e  field to th e  left o f th e  ro ad  a long  w hich  
th ey  a re  com ing . T h ere  is a heavy  c lo u d  of 
sm o k e , a n d  s t r e a m s  of m u d  a n d  slim e  a re  
spew ing  u p w a rd s . F o r a  m o m en t th e  lead e r 
seem s to h e s ita te  a n d  th e  party  h a lts . S udden ly  
th e re  is a  so u n d  a s  of tu n in g  u p  a n d  two p ip e rs  
com m ence to play. They move off, th e  advancing  
m en  s te ad y  in  fo rm atio n  an d  com e slogging 
th ro u g h  th e  m u d  w ith  s te p  a lm o st rh y th m ic  to 
th e  m usic . A no ther shell b u rs ts  n e a r  them . The 
p ip e s  p lay  o n .16
C anadian pipers of the F irst World War were 
a n  in s p i r in g  b re e d  of m en , a n d  w o r th y  
su c cesso rs  of the  p ipers  of L ouisbourg  and  
Q uebec. The S co ttish  trad itio n  in  C a n a d a ’s 
military continued and strengthened significantly 
follow ing the  G rea t War. W ith in  20 y ears , 
S co ttish -C anad ian  R egim ents and  a younger 
g e n e ra tio n  of C a n a d ia n  p ip e rs  w ou ld  add  
an o th e r ch ap te r of duty, trad ition  an d  honour 
w hen  they  em b ark ed  for E urope to defend 
freedom  once again.
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